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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 84-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
NISHIKAWA et al. (5,129,011). 

As per claim 84, Nishikawa teaches the claimed "method of creating an image" 
(Nishikawa, column 5, lines 61-63) formed by a plurality of sections, the sections being 
formed independently of data included in the sections (Nishikawa, column 6, lines 6-11), 
each of the sections is stored as independently compressed pixel image data 
(Nishikawa, column 6, lines 32-41), each of the sections is configured for independent 
manipulation through at least decompression of said section (Nishikawa, column 6, lines 
42-52). It is noted that Nishikawa does not explicitly teach the sections are in form of 
"bands" as claimed. However, Nishikawa's portions of image (column 6, lines 6-1 1 ) 
suggests that the portions have the form of bands because the band is a natural shape 
when combined forming an image used to be in rectangular form (Nishikawa, column 5, 
lines 67-68) and improves the efficiency of forming the displayed image. 

Claim 85 adds into claim 84 the manipulation such as "rendering, composition, or 
editing the image" which Nishikawa teaches in the rendering of image (column 6, lines 
48-52). 
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As per claim 86, Nishikawa teaches the claimed "method of creating an image 
formed as a plurality of sections" (Nishikawa, column 5, lines 61-63) comprising the step 
of storing each of the sections independently compressed pixel image data (Nishikawa, 
column 6, lines 32-41). It is noted that Ishida does not explicitly teach the sections are 
in form of "bands" as claimed. However, Nishikawa's portions of image (column 6, lines 
6-1 1 ) suggests that the portions have the form of bands because the band is a natural 
shape when combined forming an image used to be in rectangular form (Nishikawa, 
column 5, lines 67-68) and improves the efficiency of forming the displayed image. 

It is noted that Nishikawa does not explicitly teach "edit the image by effecting 
multiple passes over the bands whereby each band is configured for independent 
editing". However, Nishikawa's process of separate portions of an image suggests it 
would have been obvious to "edit the image by effecting multiple passes over the bands 
whereby each band is configured for independent editing" because Nishikawa (column 
6, lines 48-52) retrieves and processes the data of each individual block independently 
with any operations such as rendering, composition, editing, ... to improve the speed of 
process through the use of only a portion of an image when only that portion needs to 
be processed. 

Claim 87 adds into claim 86 "a compressed band" is formed for each band which 
Nishikawa teaches in column 6, lines 32-41. 

Claim 88 adds into claim 86 "decompressing the compressed bands, editing it, 
compressed it again, and stored it" which Nishikawa does not explicitly teach. However, 
Nishikawa's compress/render/decode of separate portions of an image suggests it 
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would have been obvious to decode and compress the bands again while editing image 
because Nishikawa retrieves and processes the data with any operations such as 
rendering, editing, ... between the compression/decompression processes to reduce 
the required memory to store the data and reduce the processing time for only process 
a portion of the edit image. 

Claim 89 adds into claim 88 "decompressing, editing, and compressing" the band 
information on one band at a time which Nishikawa does not explicitly teach. However, 
Nishikawa's compress/render/decode of separate portions of an image (column 6, lines 
32-60) suggests it would have been obvious to decode and compress the bands again 
while editing image because Nishikawa retrieves and processes the data of each 
individual block independently with any operations such as rendering, editing, ... 
between the compression/decompression processes to reduce the required memory to 
store the data and reduce the processing time for only process a portion of the edit 
image. 

Claim 90 adds into claim 89 "storing step is performed on one band at a time" 
which Nishikawa teaches in column 6, lines 32-36. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703)305 - 
9796. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 



Application/Control Number: 09/369,281 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2671 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Phu K. Nguyen 
July 6, 2004 




